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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To start power generation speedily after 
fuel and an oxidating agent are introduced when 
operation is restarted, and reduce a quantity of 
inactive gas to be used by stopping the operation in a 
condition where water or the humidified inert gas is 
sealed up in a fuel gas passage or an oxidating agent 
gas passage of a fuel cell body. 

CONSTITUTION: When operation is stopped, supply 
of fuel from a fuel supply device 1 1 is stopped, and a 
gate valve 22a is opened instead, and an inert gas is 
supplied to a fuel humidifier 12 from an inactive gas 
supply device 18, and the inactive gas humidified here 
is supplied to an anode pole 13, and residual fuel A of 
the anode pole is substituted with the inert gas while 
purging it. Supply of an oxidating agent from an 
oxidating agent supply device 14 is stopped, and a 
gate valve 22b is opened instead, and the inert gas is 
supplied to an oxidating agent side humidifier 15 from 
the inert gas supply device 18, and the inactive gas 

humidified here is supplied to a cathode pole 16, and a residual oxidating agent B of the 
cathode pole 16 is substituted with the inactive gas while purging it. 
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